
 

FEAR VERSUS FAITH – Small group study on 2 Kings 
 

Life can be unexpected. Sometimes your day is going to plan when suddenly the disastrous 

happens: your car breaks down; you’re hit with a bill out of the blue; a family member falls 

ill. 

 

When the unforeseen happens, what is our response? 

 

As Christians, our logical response to many of life’s toughest situations is to pray, as it 

should be. Often these prayers can take the form of frantic cries for help that just apply to 

that moment. But what if we take a step away from the situation we’ve just found ourselves 

in, and seek God’s perspective? 

 

As a group read 2 Kings 6:8-23 

 

Discussion Questions -  

● In 2 Kings we see two contrasting reactions (the servants and Elisha’s) to the same 

set of circumstances.  

o What is informing the servant’s response?  

o Why is the prophet able to respond differently? 

● Taking a moment to think about your own life both past and present;  

o Which of these two responses best describes your own reaction to 

circumstances you find yourself in? 

o Can you think of a situation where your eyes were opened and you 

responded from a place of faith? 

 

The servant and the prophet have clearly found themselves in a very difficult situation that 

could lead to their imprisonment or worse. The servant is responding out of fear and this is 

blinding him to the “Truth” – that the resource that is available to them is greater than the 

power of the circumstance that is opposing them.  

 

Fear is a weapon that our enemy uses against us to blind us to the reality of God’s power to 

change our circumstance. It is designed to take our eyes off God and on to the challenges 

we are facing and our emotional reaction to them.  

 

As a group read through the following Bible passages to do with fear: 

 

● Job 5:20-22 

● Psalm 3 



 
● Psalm 23 

● Psalm 46:1-3 

● 1 John 4:18 

 

Can you identify the common message that is reinforced across all of these? 

 

Going back to our story in 2 Kings, we see that the prophet Elisha’s reaction to the army 

surrounding them was produced by Faith. In Hebrews 11:1 we are told that “faith is being 

sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see”. Elisha is confident that God is 

with them and that His power to save them is greater than the power of the enemy that 

surrounds them. This ‘greater, yet unseen’ reality disarms the power of fear in Elisha.  

 

This assurance leads him to pray a very interesting prayer.  

 

Discussion Question –  

● What would we expect someone in these circumstances to pray for? 

● What is the significance of the prayer Elisha prays? 

 

Faith Activation Prompts - 

 

We don’t always have such clear confirmation of God’s protection as an army of horses and 

chariots of fire, but what we do have is a God whose goodness and grace is unconditional 

and eternal. We can take this understanding of who God is, and use it to upgrade our 

prayers - perhaps we don’t always have to pray as a reaction, but instead we can use our 

prayers to have our faith strengthened as we grasp God’s bigger picture, and align our 

requests with His will. 

 

● Prayer for the week - 

 

In the coming week, pay attention to situations you encounter where your emotions or 

circumstances are influencing you and producing fear instead of faith. When you recognise 

this happening, try to take a brief moment straight away and pray Elisha's simple prayer 

"God, open my eyes to see this circumstance as you see it. Help me to respond in faith and 

not in fear.” 

 

● Resource for the week -  

 

Spend some time listening to the song Do It Again by Elevation Worship and reflect on the 

truth that if God has intervened in someone’s life once, He can do it again. 



 
 

● Action point for the week - 

 

Activate your faith by remembering a time when God has answered your prayer in a 

challenging situation. Share this answered prayer with Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer at 

eternalwall.org.uk/testimony to encourage others in activating their faith. 


